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Biographical Note

Rick Thomas is historian and collector based in South Pasadena,
California. Thomas has served as the curator of the South Pasadena
Historical Museum, the vice-chair of education for the South Pasadena
Preservation Foundation, and as a member of South Pasadena’s Natural
Resources Commission. Thomas has published multiple books on South
Pasadena History, including South Pasadena, The Arroyo Seco, and South
Pasadena’s Raymond Hotel.

Collection Description

This collection contains materials purchased from Rick Thomas’
personal archive. This collection includes articles, correspondence,
manuscript, photographs, postcards, and physical objects, with an
emphasis on objects related to the Solar Motor Project at Cawston
Ostrich Farm and Busch Gardens.

Series and Subseries

I. Rick Thomas Solar Motor Collection 2 boxes, 10 folders
This series contains seven subseries related to the Solar
Motor Project at the Cawston Ostrich Farm: Bound Books,
Correspondence, Manuscript, Periodical Articles, Photographs
and Images, Physical Objects, and Souvenir Texts. Dated from
1901 to 2011.



II.

III.

Bound Books

Bound books referencing the Cawston Solar Motor Project.
Dated from 1903 to 2003.

Correspondence
Correspondence, predominately from W.H. Jaques to potential
investors. Dated from 1903 to 1910.

Manuscript
Manuscript notes from the Cawston Ostrich Farm. Dated 1903.

Periodical Articles
Periodical articles either about or referencing the Cawston
Solar Motor Project. Dated from 1934 to 2011.

Photographs and Images

Photographs and images containing the Cawston Ostrich Farm
and/or the solar panels for the Solar Motor Project. Dated
from 1955 to 1973.

Physical Objects

Souvenir napkin holder for South Pasadena, containing
engraved image of the solar panels at the Cawston Ostrich
Farm. Undated.

Souvenir Texts
Solar motor handout and souvenir booklet related to the
Cawston Solar Motor Project. Dated 1904 to 1955.

Verlin Spencer Collection 1 folders
This series contains three subseries related to the Verlin
Spencer shooting at South Pasadena Junior High School:
Correspondence, Newspaper Articles, and Photographs.

Correspondence
Copy of correspondence from Verlin Spencer. Dated 1940.

Newspaper Articles
Newspaper articles about Verlin Spencer. Undated.

Photographs
Photographs of and related to the Verlin Spencer shooting.
Dated from 1940 to 1970.

Busch Gardens Collection 2 boxes, 7 folders
This series contains six subseries related to Busch Gardens,
located in Pasadena, California: Articles, Booklets,
Correspondence, Photographs, Physical Objects, and Postcards.

Articles
Articles and newspaper clippings related to Busch Gardens.
Dated from 1913 to 2005.



Iv.

VI.

VII.

VIII.

IX.

Booklets
Souvenir booklets from Busch Gardens. Undated.

Correspondence
Letter to Maggie Nelson, referencing publication about
Busch Gardens. Dated 1994.

Photographs
Photographs taken at Busch Gardens. Dated from 1915 to
1935.

Physical Objects

Physical objects, included a souvenir handheld mirror, a
souvenir spoon, an entry ticket, scrapbook, and box of
slide images. Dated 1908.

Postcards
Postcards from Busch Gardens. Some postcards contain
manuscript. Dated from 1906 to 1949.

Booklets 3 folders
This series contains booklets related to South Pasadena and
the surrounding area. Dated from 1915 to 1975.

Certificate 1 box
This series contains a certificate from the first Post Office
in South Pasadena. Dated 1882.

Maps 1 folder
This series contains maps of South Pasadena. Dated 19009.

Music 1 box, 1 folder
This series contains recorded music performed at the Rialto

Theater and a book containing South Pasadena’s City Song.
Dated 2003.

Periodical Articles 1 box, 2 folders
This series contains periodical articles related to the
history of South Pasadena. Dated 1905 to 1964.

Photographs 1 box, 1 folder
This series contains photographs and postcard images related
to South Pasadena history. Dated from 1904 to 1944.

Physical Objects 1 box, 1 folder
This series contains a centennial pin set, a David H Lane
plate, and a souvenir South Pasadena Public Library coaster.
Dated 1988.
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01 07 Solar Motor Company Summary

Periodical Articles

Box Folder Contents

01 08 Popular Science Monthly

01 08 Jet Propulsion Laboratory

01 09 American History

01 09 Los Angeles Times Article

01 09 “Harness Sunlight”

01 09 “One of the Strangest Sights”
01 09 “Throwback Thursday”

01 09 “Harnessing Wind, Water, and Sun”
01 09 “Two American Pioneers” Excerpt
01 09 Munsey’s Magazine

Location Contents

MC0017 02 Scientific American

MC0017 02 Scientific American

Mc0017 02 The Navy and Army Illustrated

Photographs and Images

Box Folder Contents

01 10 Photograph

01 10 Photograph

01 10 Photograph

01 10 Photograph

01 10 Photograph

01 10 Stereograph

01 10 Printed Image

01 10 Photograph

01 10 Copy of Advertisement
01 10 Copy of Advertisement

Physical Objects

Location Contents
MC0017 02 Souvenir Napkin Holder

1903

Dates
1903
1903
1903
1903
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.

Dates
1934
1980
2013
2011
1934

58 B85
0 0 0 0 0

Dates
1901
1901
1901

Dates
1955
1959
1973

58 B8B83 303
Q0 00 0 0 0

Dates
n.d.



Souvenir Texts

Box Folder Contents Dates
01 10 Solar Motor Handout 1955
01 10 Souvenir Booklet 1904
II. Verlin Spencer Collection, [1940-1970]
Correspondence
Box Folder Contents Dates
03 06 Copy of Letter from Verlin Spencer 1940
Newspaper Articles
Box Folder Contents Dates
03 06 “Crazed School Head Kills 4 On Death
Tour” Article n.d.
03 06 “New Principal Of Junior High School
Elected” Article n.d.
Photographs
Box Folder Contents Dates
03 06 Verlin Spencer 1970
03 06 Verlin Spencer 1940
03 06 Verlin Spencer Handcuffed 1940
03 06 Verlin Spencer Leaves for San Quentin 1940
03 06 Cecil Lubkin Taking Verlin Spencer to
Courtroom 1940
03 06 Cecil Lubkin and Verlin Spencer 1940
03 06 Verlin Spencer Escorted to Courtroom 1940
03 06 Verlin Spencer 1940
03 06 Verlin Spencer in Hospital Ward 1940
03 06 South Pasadena Junior High School 1940
03 06 Chief Frank Higgins with Gun 1940
03 06 Students in Front of Administration
Building 1940
III. Busch Gardens Collection, [1906-2005]
Articles
Box Folder Contents Dates
03 08 The Independent Article 1913
03 08 Remarks of Edward W. Shedd 1923
03 08 “Teak and Sandalwood House..” Article 1926
03 08 “Orange Grove Lily Pools Beautiful”
Article 1926
03 08 “Busch Gardens Spread Fame..” Article 1929
03 08 “R.G. Fraser Designer” Article 1935

03 08 “Busch Gardens Designer Dies” Article 1946



03 08
03 08
03 08
03 08
03 08
03 08
03 08
03 08
03 09
03 09
03 09
03 09
03 09
03 09
03 09
Booklets
Box Folder
03 10
03 10
03 10
03 10
03 10
Correspondence
Box Folder
03 09
Photographs
Box Folder
03 11
03 11
03 11
03 12
03 12
03 12
03 12
03 12
03 12
03 12
03 12
03 12

“Busch Gardens” Article

“Busch Gardens” Article

“Fraser Co. Founder Succumbs” Article
“Pasadena Busch Gardens” Article
“"The Original Busch Gardens” Article
List of Film Locations

Manuscript History of Busch Gardens
“The Busch Gardens Story” Article
“Pasadena Busch Gardens’ Arroyo
Spirit Prevails” Article

“0ld Busch Home Sold At Auction”
Article

“The Busch Gardens, Past and Present”
Article

“Wild Horses Couldn’t Keep Her Away
From Float” Article

“Family Legacy Keeps Afloat” Article
“Pasadena’s 1903 Busch Gardens
Started Brewing-Family Ties Here”
Article

“The Far-Famed Busch Gardens in
Pasadena” Article

Contents

Sunken Gardens and Parks
The Busch Gardens

The Busch Gardens

The Busch Gardens

The Busch Gardens

Contents
Letter to Maggie Nelson

Contents

Glass Slide

0ld Live Oaks

Stereoscope Image

Home of Adolphus Busch

Busch Gardens Landscape

Esther Allen Jobe and Kuig Pitcher
Busch Gardens Landscape

Man in Busch Gardens

Claudette Colbert in Bridal Gown
Madge Evans in Busch Gardens

Man in Busch Gardens

Busch Gardens Opening

1955
1968
1975
2005

=]

58 B
0 0 0 0

1972

1952

1949

1983

1967

1979

1924

Dates

5 B8 B85
0 0 0 0 0

Dates

1994

Dates
n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
1915
n.d.
1928
n.d.
n.d.
1934
1935
n.d.
1933




03

Physical Objects

Box Folder

12

03
03

15
15

Location

MCO0017
MC0017
MCO0017
MCO0017

04
04
04
04

Postcards

Box Folder

03
03
03
03
03

03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03

03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03

13
13
13
13
13

13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13

13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13

Madge Evans and Edmond Krug

Contents
Busch Gardens Ticket
Midwinter Image Reproduction

Contents

Busch Gardens Scrapbook
Handheld Souvenir Mirror
Souvenir Spoon

Box of Slides

Contents

Sunken Gardens

Woman with Cactus in Busch Gardens
“"The Fox Family” in Busch Gardens
Busch Gardens

“Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs”
Busch Gardens

Sunken Gardens

Busch Gardens

Busch Gardens

“The 0ld Mill” in Busch Gardens
“The 0ld Mill” in Busch Gardens
Sunken Gardens

View in Busch Gardens

Scene in Busch Gardens

Orange Trees in Busch Gardens

Men in Busch Gardens

View in Busch Gardens

Women in Busch Gardens

Pergola Gardens

“Greetings from Busch Sunken
Gardens”

Pergola Gardens

“Ivy Wall” Residence

Busch Garden Float in Rose Parade
Midwinter Scene in Busch Gardens
Pacific Motor Coach Co.

Blossoms in Busch Gardens

Busch Gardens Reception Room
Mill of Banbury Cross

Busch Sunken Gardens in Winter
Bur Felsen Muehle

Busch’s Winter Residence

The Fountain in Busch Gardens
Busch Gardens

Lake in Lower Busch Gardens

in

1935

Dates
1915
n.d.

1949
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03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03

03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03

13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13

13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14

Southern California Winter Home
Busch’s Winter Residence

Orange Grove Avenue

Orange Grove Avenue

Busch Entry in the Rose Parade
“The 0ld Mill” in Busch Gardens
Statuary in Busch Gardens
Sunken Gardens

“The 0ld Mill” in Busch Gardens
“The 0ld Mill” in Busch Gardens
Sunken Gardens

“Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs” in
Busch Gardens

“Cinderella” in Busch Gardens
“The Harvesters” in Busch Gardens
“The 0ld Mill” in Busch Gardens
“Cinderella” in Busch Gardens
Scene in Busch’s Sunken Gardens
Scene in Busch Gardens

Sunken Gardens

The Point of the Knoll

Busch’s Sunken Garden

Sunken Gardens

Sunken Gardens

Sunken Gardens

Sunken Gardens

Sunken Gardens

Sunken Gardens

Sunken Gardens

Sunken Gardens

Busch Gardens

Sunken Gardens

Sunken Gardens

Rose Pergola

Busch Gardens

Rose Pergola

Bird’s Drinking Fountain

View of Busch Gardens from Pergola
New Year Greeting

Adolphus Busch Residence

“Ivy Wall” Residence

Busch Gardens

Busch Gardens

Rustic Bridge

Busch Gardens

Busch Gardens

Arroyo Seco Bank

“Beautiful Home” in Busch Gardens
Goodrich Residence in Sunken Gardens
Sunken Gardens

Sunken Gardens

Pergola in Busch Gardens
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IV.

VI.

VII.

VIII.

03

03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
03
Booklets,
Box Folder
03 03
03 03
03 03
03 03
03 04
03 04
03 04
03 05
03 05

Certificate,

Location
MCO0017 02

Maps,

Box

[1909]

Folder

03
03

Music,

04
04

[2003]

Location
MCO0017 02

Box

Folder

01

Periodical Articles,

11

Location

14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14

Arroyo
Sunken

Bank Reclaimed
Gardens

Pergola at Hotel Maryland

“Ginger Bread House” in Busch Gardens
“The Fox Family” in Busch Gardens
“Brown’

Public
Sunken
Sunken
Sunken
Sunken

s Pierce Arrow Tours”
Gateway to Sunken Gardens
Gardens

Gardens

Gardens

Gardens

O0ld Mill of Banbury Cross

Sunken

Gardens

The Busch Residence
“The Blossoms” in Busch Gardens

[1915-1975]

Contents

South Pasadena Ward Directory
Alhambra Athletic Field Program
Diamond Jubilee Program

South Pasadena Guidebook

South Pasadena Guidebook

South Pasadena Factbook

On the 0l1d Rancho San Pasqual
SPHS Commencement Handout
Bondies Diet Sanatorium

[1882]

Contents

Post Office Certification

Contents

Map of South Pasadena
Map of South Pasadena

Contents

LP Recording at the Rialto

Contents

South Pasadena’s City Song

Contents

[1905-1964]

1906

1910

=}

S8 B3B8 B3B338383B838
000 000000000

Dates
1956

1932

1963
1974-1975
1967

1965

1922

1915

n.d.

Dates
1882

Dates
1909
n.d.

Dates
n.d.

Dates
2003

Dates



IX.

MC0017 02

MCO0017 02
MC0017 02
Box Folder
03 01
03 01
03 01
03 02
03 02
03 01
03 01
03 02
03 02
03 02
03 02
03 02
Photographs,
Box Folder
03 07
03 07
03 07
03 07
03 07
03 07
03 07
03 07
03 07
03 07
03 07
03 07
03 07
Location
MCO0017 04

Daily News Tournament of Roses

Edition

Life Magazine, William Holden Cover

Times Home Magazine Article

Contents

Daily News Tournament of Roses

Edition

“History of S.P.
Tremendous Growt
“History of S.P.

Tremendous Growth”
South Pasadena Garbage Collection

Post Office Reveals

h” Article

Post Office Reveals
Article

Oneonta Park Advertisement

South Pasadena Middle School Image

George W. Glover Article

“Half Century History of Post Office”

Article

“Hermosa Vista First Hotel Built Here”
“South Pasadena City Hall and Fire

Station” Article

South Pasadena Record

Federated News

[1904-1944]

Contents
Earl Seams

Eighth Grade Graduation
0ld Virginia Restaurant

Cawston Ostrich
Cawston Ostrich
Cawston Ostrich
Cawston Ostrich
Cawston Ostrich

Farm
Farm
Farm
Farm
Farm

Postcard
Postcard
Postcard
Postcard
Postcard

South Pasadena Rose Parade
South Pasadena Gas Station
N.H. Rust in Front of Home

SPHS Basketball
Oaklawn Stereosc

Contents

1944 Junior High School Class,

Physical Objects, [1988]

Location
MCO0017 02
MC0017 02

Box

Folder

Contents

Centennial Commemorative Pin Set

David H. Lane Pl

Contents

Team
ope

ate

1905
1954
1964

Dates
1904
1907
1942
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S 38338333308
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1944

Dates
1988
n.d.

Dates



03 15 Library Coaster n.d.

This collection was processed by Olivia Radbill, November 2020.



